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Trees are an indispensable part of the landscape.
They give ahome, street, or commercial site
individuality, beauty, and tranquillity. Because of
their long life, trees give the surroundings a sense of
permanence and stability.

Trees are vital in combating environmental
pollution. They help keep the air supply fresh by
trapping and filtering dust, removing carbon dioxide,
and at the same time releasing oxygen. Trees reduce
noise pollution by acting as barriers to sound, lower
temperatures by shading and through evaporation of
water from their leaves, and reduce soil erosion.
Trees can camouflage harsh scenery such as city
dumps, auto graveyards, and industrial sites.
Furthermore, trees beautify our gardens, streets, and
parks and please our senses with interesting shapes,
patterns, colors, scents, and seasonal changes. Every
homesite should include several ornamental trees.

Selection of a Tree

Tree selection is mainly a question of personal
preference. However, the species should be well

adapted to the site and satisfy the purpose for which it

isintended. In Florida, the number and variety of

trees are so great that the choiceis not always simple.

Table 1 listsinformation about desirable trees for
southern Florida. Treeslisted are some of the best
choices for home landscaping, and all have proven
suitable for planting in southern Florida. No attempt
has been made to include all trees that can be grown
in south Florida.

Planting Trees

Because of better devel oped and more compact
root systems, nursery-grown trees are easier to
transplant and grow more successfully than those
taken from the woods. It isimpractical when moving
wild plants to dig and move more than a small portion
of the root system, and without an adequate root
system the tree may die after transplanting. The best
place to purchase atreeis from areputable nursery.
Container-grown trees can be planted any time of the
year. The nursery will be able to provide information
on where and how to plant the tree selected.

Follow the steps below when planting atree:

1. Have anursery salesperson cut the container so
that the tree can be easily removed.

2. Make the hole two to three times as wide as the
container thetreeisin.
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3. Make the hole no deeper than the height of the
root ball.

4. Gently place the tree straight in the hole and be
sure that the root ball is not deeper than the
existing landscape soil surface. Fill around the
ball with soil and gently firm the soil. Water
thoroughly while planting to remove any air
pockets.

5. Form a basin around the edge of the root ball
with a soil ridge 3-6 inches high to facilitate
watering.

6. Mulch with a 2- to 3-inch layer of organic
material to buffer soil temperature, conserve
moisture, and reduce weed competition.

7. If needed, support the tree by staking or guying.

8. Water the tree daily for 1-2 months, then 3 times
aweek for 2 months, then weekly until
established.

9. Fertilize 4 to 6 weeks after planting with a
dow-release fertilizer on the surface of the root
ball and the backfill soil.

Fertilizing

Fertilization is usually desirable when we are
trying to get newly planted trees established. We
normally want the new tree to get off to aquick start
and grow rapidly so that it will fill the planted area.
When thisis the case, fertilize about 4 to 6 weeks
after planting and then 2 to 3 times per year for the
following 3 years. Two of the annual applications are
normally scheduled around February and October for
south Florida, and March and September for north
Florida. A third application can be made during the
summer. Once trees are established (3 to 5 years after
transplanting), they will not need additional fertilizer
if they are growing in alandscape where turf and
shrubs are fertilized.

A complete fertilizer with aratio of
approximately 3:1:2 or 3:1:3 (e.g. 12-4-8 or 15-5-15)
is generally recommended. Similar analysis
fertilizers such as 16-4-8 (4:1:2) can aso be used.

Fertilizers that are slow release, controlled
release, sulfur coated or with nitrogen such as
isobutylidene diurea or ureaformaldehyde have
extended-rel ease periods compared to fertilizers that
arereadily water soluble. Thirty to fifty percent of
the nitrogen should be water insoluble or Slow release
so that plant roots can absorb the nitrogen over along
period of time. A fertilizer containing thirty to fifty
percent slow-rel ease potassium should be used in
south Florida or where soil potassium is frequently
inadequate.

The amount of fertilizer to apply to trees can be
determined by calculating the area under the trees and
then applying fertilizer at the rate of 1 pound of
nitrogen per 1000 sguare feet of area.

Fertilizer placement in relation to the tree root
zone is very important. Fertilizer should be applied to
the surface of the mulched and unmulched areas
around atree out to a distance no more than one and a
half to two times the canopy diameter. If the turf was
fertilized within the two preceding weeks, do not
apply additional fertilizer to the turf area around the
tree.



‘sanauen yuid pue ‘mojjaA anym ‘pai 8an bulemoy) ‘jnjanesag syleway

lawwns
MO||oA

% alym ‘pal ‘dds euswn|d

X X X X N paureip-{|ldMm ‘aidind Nuid | 1984 GE "p1oag iuedibuel

"ONISeAUl S (DI} [o.Ne|) BAIed010IW SNJI 'S]0| obIe| U0 asn 'able| AloA AUeW 'Se10ads 150U WOJ) opeys asuad sy ewiay

199} ‘dds snaiH

X X X X X X N Auy snonoidsuodu| | 00T-0F ‘A4 b1y

"3 BWOS :8S00YI 0] Saldads Auew :buimoib-pidey :S)Jeway

Jswwns 199} ‘dds snidAjean3

X X X X X X H-1 Kip 01 “Bay a|qeleA 09-0¢€ ‘A3d smdAjeon3

"SNOLISS SWa|04d 1Sad 1uswWalinbal 19zI|ia) YbiH :S)leway

1939} "dds snuu)

pauresp-|[am Buuds ov-0T '019 ‘abuelo

X X X 1 ® "Uad SUUM Jen ‘A3d ‘uipuoweren

"aAORINE 1SOW AlaLeA Pajedl-IaA|IS S Jeway

SUSEIE]

Area A sndseoouo)d

X X X H IsloN | 9idind-ysiusaio | 199} 09 ‘A9 poomuonng

"9al] [[ews o qniys abue| :uawidads e se pasn A|BpIM Sy Jeway

(sn1ejoadue))

snuuo
Jawwns ‘Bunds uowalsijed
X X X X W “Bay pay | 199402 ‘A9 ysniq smog
"89] 19911S |NyANeaq ‘JueISISal puim AaA (Syleway
punds
MO||2A 199} selaong eplong
X X X X N Auy -ysiusalo 0S-0v ‘A319 SAI|0 Xoe|g

"paIUe|d SanalieA 1adoid JI 1inJj 9]qIPa POOD ‘9a1] paAeal-able| (njneag Sy eloy

euEJloliE

paurelp-|[am 13JUIAN 199} easlad
X N “ued ysiusaio G/-0G ‘A31d OpEeIoAY
19211S % Bunue|d uaw1oads |01
€
9PEUS | 9PISESS | 8pispeoy oled Buiure. loplog 101UBIV | (5 4g Nb___nmam_o< UOSeas IaMo|4 KD awreN 21J11uaIas
pasn a1y Saall MoH 1es |10S 10j0o0 Jamol4 || wbieH | y0adAL aweN uowwo)

©pLIOo|4 YINOS 0} S831] [elusweulQ T a|gel

€ BplIo|4 YINOS 10} S9al] [eluaweui




‘obuew o) o1Bs|[e ajdoad awos nJy 8)qIPs :paI0j0d-sulm abeljo) MN :SYJeway

paurep-||am |udy - *28@ ERIIEENLIE

X X N ® ‘Wed paioyweald [ 198 09 ‘A31d obuepy
"89] apeyS pue 18311S WU3||19dXT S Jeway

iueboyew

punds BIUSIBIMS

X X X X N "By ysiusalo || 1994 0G ‘A31d Aueboyepn
'S)NJY pal ybuq ‘B|qIpa ‘SaAes| Udalbians ‘ASSO|D :Syleway

punds SISuauIyd 1Yo

X X X N Apues SUym-ysiusalo | 1938} O ‘A31d 99YdAT
‘winjd asaueder paj[ed ini} 3|qIpa IUS|I9IXT :SHYJeway

eoluodel

Ired ayen eAnogoug

X X X 1 abesany SUM | 189} G2 ‘A31d renbo

‘99J) bullamol} ‘|lews ‘|nyineaq 109|bau sajels|0] :Syleway

ejea|noe

paurep-|[am Buuds eluosuped

X X 1 Auy MojlaA | 1081 0¢ ‘p1oag uloyl waesniar

'S)0| |[ews 10} ab.re| 00} ‘AssalydRuM@sUQRedINiUl 1S0J) WOoJ) Apidel SIaA0d9Y Is)leway

‘bunds a1 eljojisowiw

an|q epueleder

X X X X N Apues 01 ‘Bray o} Jopuane | 198} 05 || ‘Ae-lwaS epueleder

"8JN12N1S qUI| pUB YJeq [ luseuIo AISA (punoJb syl Ul 4oN1S quil| @ WoJj MoID [IM SYJeway

Burds ‘Ja1uIpn eqniewls eiasing
X X X X W "By 011810 ysiusalo | 189} 09 ‘pIoeQ oqui-oquing

"SaABa| ybnol ‘usalb yiep pue siamojl pal-abuelo [nianeag :S)iewsay

Alres A BUS1SaQas BIpI0D
X X X X X X H "BAy pai ‘ebuelQ || 199} G2 ‘A37d EENBETEL)
19211S % Bunue|d uswioads |01
SPEUS | 9PISess | spispeoy oled buiwe. isplog 10 1US29V \&Em Nb___nmamu,q uoseas Iamo|4 el awreN 21J11ualos
pasn a1y saall MoH 11es |10S 10j0o Jamol4 || wybisH | 10 adAL aWeN uowwo)d

BpLO|H YINOS 10} S9al] [ejusweulQ T a|qel

% BplIo|4 YINOS 10} S9al] [eluaweui




‘wooj|q Apeals aAIb [|Im sal10ads Juaiayip JO UONDSIeS :Syleway

199} ‘dds eisse)
X X X X X X 1 By S10]02 Aue 05-0€ || ‘ne-lwas saal] JaMoys
I} 9xI]-odelb JO SI2ISN|D PUR SOAE3| obJe| 'eas Jeall eoueleadde [ed1doi] SOAID Sy eliay
Jawwns BIBIAN BJO|0220D
X X X H Auy ajdind | 198} 02 ‘A31g adeiB-eas
'S]0| |[ews Joj abue| 00} 1931 DULISMOY} ‘|njiineaq :buiMmolb-pidey :SyJeway
Jawwng Aje3 eibal xiuo|ag
X X 1 Auy 191eds || 199) O ‘p1oag eueloulod [eAoy
'S9al} 9peyS pue 19811S Se USYO pash :JUE)SISal PUIM SYJeway
199} ereuuld eiwebuod
X X X X H ‘Bay Aquld 01 aNyM S/.-GY ‘ATd webuod
“JaquiNu pue azIs 19|Jea| ul Ajuo SIBHIP 74 Ul punoy osfe wnignp wnioydolad S3Jeway
wndredosaid
wnioydoyad
paurep-||am Jawwns 199] (eueroulod mojaA)
X X X 1 Auy mojeA ybug 0v-0€ "poag wnioydoyjed
"ONISeAUl S| eJebalieA elulyneg ‘BUILO0|q-JoAe Jeal ol0S 'SUOSeas JUaIafIp 18 Woo|q Soidads Jualafiq sy eliay
ISICEIN 199} ‘dds eluiyneg
X X X X N ‘Bay anym o) ajdind 0€-0¢ || ‘Ao-lwes 9311 pIya1o
"90UBI9|0] Jes UDIY oAe] SYeo oAl .syJeuloy
199} ‘dds snaJanQ
X X X X X H paureip-|iIaM snonaidsuoou] | 00T-09 ‘A3 syeo
"jue|d asnoy poob :oned uo uswioads gny e Se |NJasn SYleway
e||Aydoialay
eleonely
199} auid
X X X H ‘BAy snonoidsuoouy| 00T J8jluod pue|s| 3|0JI0N
19311S % Bunue|d uawioads 01
SPEUS | 9PISess | spispeoy oled buiwe. isplog 10 1US29V \&Em Aungeidepy uoseas Iamo|4 el awreN 21J11ualos
pasn a1y S8all MOH 1es ‘ |10S lojoo Jamol4 | ybieH || 10 8dAL aweN uowwo)d

BpLO|H YINOS 10} S9al] [ejusweulQ T a|qel

BpLIO|d YINOS J0J S9al] [elusieulO




UMOUYUN 32URI3|0] J|ES 0 dURID|0] JeS ON - N 8I0Us Wolj yoeq
seale paloaloid [jam Ul pasn ag Isnw ‘Mo - T (paldalold g 1SnW a10ysS Jeau JI ‘a1eiapow - |\ ‘dul| 810ys Jeau sease pasodxa ul pasn aq Aew ‘ybiy - H :9ouelI9|0) ARidS J[BS .

9|84 = "184 :8belaAy = ‘DAY ymolib 1saq 1oj adAl [10S Alljigeldepy [10S .

paAes| Moleu Ing ‘UsalbIaAT - IaJIuo) .JeaA ay Jo Led
Burinp saAea| InoyNM ‘SNONPIdAQ - *P198Q ‘pouad Hoys B AU 10} SSa|jes] ‘UddIBISAT-IWSS - "AF-1WSS ‘punole Jeak Jes| ul ‘usaibiong paneaT peolg - A31d 991 Jo adAL

"SaljoUelq buidooip A|[njeoelb Aq ploy obeljo} MoIIeN Sy eloy

Joljioelb
snd.ieoopod
199} snd.iesopod
X X X N Auy snonaidsuoou| 0.-0S 18jluo) Buidaapn
99J1 [[eWsS 10 gniysS USaJDIaAD '[JlewsS 1Ug|[edxe Uy .syJeuoy
199} EIEMEREERIYY
X X X X X W Auy snonoidsuoou| 0€-02 ‘A4 apkiw xepm
"SWwLIo} pue YJleq bunsalalul 881} buamoy) JUs||@dx3 :Syleway

punds

Alea 7 JajuIpn
a|dind ‘dds eingage
X X X X N ‘Bay ‘Moj|ok Nuid | 1934 oF 'p1o|q s9a.1 JadwniL

19311S % Bunue|d uawioads 01

SPEUS | 9PISess | spispeoy oled Buwe, isplog 10 1US29V \&Em Nb___nmamu,q uoseas Iamo|4 el awreN 21J11ualos
pasn a1y S8all MOH 1es |10S lojoo Jamol4 | ybieH || 10 8dAL aweN uowwo)d

BpLO|H YINOS 10} S9al] [ejusweulQ T a|qel

BpLIO|d YINOS J0J S9al] [elusieulO




