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 Sustainable Forest Management

landowners comply with the BMPs. The BMPs also ap-
ply to forestry operations that produce woody biomass, 
whether from logging residues or plantations dedicated 
to fuel production. BMPs help forest landowners main-
tain healthy, sustainable forests. 

Forest sustainability has been practiced by many private 
landowners for decades, as their forests were harvested, 
replanted, protected for various objectives, and then 
harvested and replanted again. In fact, many southern 
forests are in their third, fourth, or even “ fth generation 
since they were originally harvested in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s. Today, a number of programs are avail-
able to help landowners develop management plans and 
conduct sustainable management practices. The Ameri-
can Tree Farm System and Forest Stewardship Program 
provide assistance and guidance for small landowners. 
The Sustainable Forestry Initiative and Forest Steward-
ship Council work primarily with corporations and large 
landowners, although they are also developing programs 
aimed at small ownerships. All four programs require 
landowners to meet various standards for long-term sus-
tainability before they are certi“ ed as •sustainable.Ž The 
standards also generally apply to woody biomass har-
vests when performed to meet other objectives, such as 
thinning to improve wildlife habitat and forest health or 
utilization of waste materials.

Summary

Through careful planning and management, woody 
biomass is a viable product from many of our southern 
forests. Forest sustainability does not have to be com-
promised by repeated harvests if BMPs are followed, 
fertilization replaces extracted nutrients, and landown-
ers follow the various standards that focus on producing 
healthy and sustainable forests.

For more information about using wood to produce en-
ergy, visit http://www.interfacesouth.org/woodybiomass 
and read other fact sheets, community economic pro“ les, 
and case studies from this program, or http://www.
forestbioenergy.net/ to access a number of other 
resources.
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Box 1. Best Management Practices

Published standards in many states are designed 
to protect, maintain or improve water and soil 
quality and wildlife habitat values during for-
estry activities. Individual states developed 
their standards in response to the 1972 Clean 
Water Act. They are periodically revised to in-
corporate new research results. State forestry 
agencies provide BMP manuals for landowners 
and most state BMPs, such as those listed here, 
are now available online. 

Florida:
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/
bmp/page_1.html

Georgia:
http://www.gfc.state.ga.us/ForestManagement/
BMPManual.cfm

Alabama:
http://www.forestry.state.al.us/bmps.htm

South Carolina:
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/refbmp.htm

Texas:
http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/main/article.
aspx?id=71
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