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Classification

Common Name: Lamb's-quarters (Common
Lamb's-quarters)

Scientific Name: Chenopodium album L.
Family: Chenopodiaceae, Goosefoot Family

Seedling

The cotyledons are narrowly €lliptic, about
1.2-1.5 cm long and are dull green above and purple

. Figure 1. Seedling, Lamb's-quarters (Chenopodium album
on the lower surface (Figure 1). J g a ( P

L).

Mature Plant 8 cmlong. The leaf blades are usually ovate to

lanceolate. The margins may or may not be toothed
and may appear to be 3-lobed. Occasional specimens
have purple- to wine-colored leaf bases. The flowers
are gray to green and are arranged in spikesin the
leaf axils at the ends of the branches and stems. The
upper flowering portion has few leaves. The flowers
are without petals. The sepals are dightly to sharply
ridged, nearly covering the mature fruit. The seeds
are disc shaped with anotch, glossy black, brown or

Lamb's-quartersis an erect, tap rooted, summer
annual (Figure 2). The maximum height is about 2 m.
The entire plant is covered with varying amounts of a
waxy substance giving the plant alight green
appearance. The branches are angular or ridged,
ascending, and usually striped with purple, pink or
yellow. The leaves are simple, arranged alternately
and are variable in shape and size. They may be up to

1. Thisdocument is an excerpt from Weeds in Florida, SP 37, Florida Cooperative Extension Service, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, University
of Florida. Publication date: May 1991. Revised: December 2004. Reviewed: February 2009. Please visit the EDIS Website at http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu.

2. David W. Hall, former extension botanist, Herbarium, Florida Museum of Natural History; Vernon V. Vandiver, associate professor emeritus, Agronomy
Department; and Jason A. Ferrell, assistant professor, Agronomy Department; Florida Cooperative Extension Service, Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences, University of Florida, Gainesville FL 32611.

The use of trade namesin this publication is solely for the purpose of providing specific information. UF/IFAS does not guar antee or warranty the

products named, and referencesto them in this publication does not signify our approval to the exclusion of other products of suitable composition.

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information and
other services only to individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex,
sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service,
University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A. & M. University Cooperative Extension Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. Millie
Ferrer, Interim Dean




Lamb's-qguarters (Common Lamb's-quarters), Chenopodium album L.

brownish green, and 1.2-1.6 mm in diameter. The
seeds have athin, papery covering which often
persists, giving them a dull appearance.

Figure 2. Mature plant, Lamb's-quarters (Chenopodium
album, L.).

History

The Greek name Chenopodium means "goose"
and "foot," which refer to the shape of the leaves of
some species. The Latin species name album means
white and alludes to the waxy covering on the plant.

Habitat

Lamb's-quartersis found throughout the world
from sealevel to 3,600 m in elevation and from the
latitudes 70°N to 50°S except in extreme desert
climates. It occurs on disturbed sites and thrives on all
soil types and over awide range of soil pH values.

Biology

Seed germination for this plant, after evaluating
seeds stored in the ground, decreased over a 5.5-year
period from 96% to 1%. Seed germination was
increased with the following plant growth regulants:
GA3 (promoted germination to over 96%), Thiourea
(promoted germination to over 95%), CEPA
[(2-chlorethyl phosphonic acid) increased

germination to over 86%], NAA (promoted
germination to over 74%). The control used for all of
the preceding growth regulators had a germination of
63%. Physical treatments have also proved to be
effective promoters of germination. These are:
temperature (at 40°C for 120 minutes germination
increased to 92%) and sonification (using a1.25 cm
disruptor horn for 1 minute at 20 kc/sec increased
germination to 82%).

Control
Peanuts

Common lamb's-quarters can be easily
controlled preemergence with Sonalan, Prowl!, Dual
Magnum, Strongarm, Pursuit, or Vaor. However,
postemergence control is more difficult. If herbicide
applications are made when common lamb's-quarters
is between the 1 to 2" stage, Ultra Blazer and Cadre
will provide good control. If theplantis2to4” in
height, Ultra Blazer and Cadre are less effective.
After 6”, no herbicides will provide a satisfactory
level of control. Prevention with preemergence
herbicides, and early follow-up for escapes, isthe
most effective management option for common
lamb's-quarters.

Cotton

Common lamb's-quarters can easily be
controlled by most preemergence herbicides.
Although the Prowl and Treflan and generally
considered the most consistent and effective,
Cotoran, Staple, and Karmex all perform very well
against this weed.

Postemergence control of common
lamb's-quarters can be more difficult to achieve.
However, glyphosate performs very well on common
lamb's-quarters, if <6” in height at time of
application. Staple alone does not control this weed.
All postdirected herbicides, except Cobraand
MSMA, consistently provide greater than 90%
control.



