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Spider mites. These are among the most
common pests that attack ornamental plantsin
Florida. The two-spotted spider mite, Tetranychus
urticae, isthe most common ( Plate 1). They are not
insects but are more closely related to spiders and
ticks. Adult spider mites, spiders and ticks have eight
legs. Mature mites are usually less than 1/50" long
and are generally found on the undersides of |eaves.
Mite infestations are often not detected until the
plants exhibit damage ( Plate 2 ).

Plate 1.

Plate 2.

Mites have needlelike, piercing mouthparts that
puncture the leaf and suck the plant juices. Damage
from light infestations appears as yellow or gray

stippled patterns on the leaves. The undersides of
infested leaves usually have fine, silken webbing

spun across them ( Plate 3). Heavy infestations

cause the leaves to turn yellow, gray or brownish and
eventually drop off. Webbing may be spun over entire
branches or, in the case of small plants, over the
entire plant.

Plate 3.

When the undersides of the leaves are examined
closely with a 10 or 15 power magnifying glass, the
small mites can be seen. They may be green, yellow,
purple, black or virtually transparent. The body
contents sometimes show through their transparent
body walls, giving them a spotted appearance. Cast
skins may also be seen among the live mites,
imparting a grayish residue to the undersides of the
leaves.

The adult female lays several hundred eggs
during her life. The eggs hatch in about three days.

1. This document is SP124, one of a series of the Department of Entomology and Nematology, Florida Cooperative Extension Service, Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida. This document is available for sale as a high-quality, color publication. For ordering information or to order
using VISA or MasterCard, call 1-800-226-1764. Date first printed: November 1992. Reviewed: July 1996. Reprinted: February 1997. Reviewed: June

2005. Please visit the EDIS Website at http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu.

2. D.E. Short, retired professor; J.L. Castner, scientific photographer; Department of Entomology and Nematology, Cooperative Extension Service, Institute
of Food and Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida, Gainesville, 32611. The term plates, where used in this document, refers to color photographs
that can be displayed on screen from EDIS. These photographs are not included in the printed document.

Arrington, Dean

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information and
other services only to individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex,
sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service,
University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A. & M. University Cooperative Extension Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. Larry




Ornamental Insects Sheet 1

Immature mites molt three times before reaching the
adult stage. Under optimum conditions (80°F),
mites complete their development from egg to adult
in seven to 10 days. There are many overlapping
generations per year.

Spider mites are frequently found on azalea,
camélia, chrysanthemum, citrus, ligustrum, orchid,
pyracantha, rose, viburnum and bedding plants. They
are also a persistent pest of interior foliage plants.
Mite damage is much more severe during dry
weather.

Broad and cyclamen mites. These mites are
translucent and very small, about 1/100" long. Their
presence is usualy first detected by the plant injury
symptoms ( Plate 4 ) rather than by visual
observation. Symptoms of injury are new leaves that
are curled or cupped and smaller than usual, or newly
produced leaves that do not expand. Heavy
infestations often kill the shoot apex.

and buds are the Florida flower thrips and gladiolus
thrips. Redbanded thrips, Cuban laurdl thrips and
greenhouse thrips are the most common species on
foliage.

Infested leaves have a stippled appearance, and
small, brownish specks of excrement usually are
visible on the undersides of the leaves. Infested
flower budsfail to open or the flowers are deformed.
Damaged flowers become streaked and discolored (
Plate 7). Shake flowers or leaves suspected of being
infested over awhite sheet of paper to detect the
insects.
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Plate 4 .

Thrips (Plate5). Thrips are very small,
slender, yellow-brown or black insects 1/8" to 1/25"
in length. Thrips have rasping-sucking mouthparts to
withdraw plant juices. Their life cycle (egg to adult)
takes two to four weeks, with three to five
generations per year ( Plate 6).

Plate 7 .

Lacebugs ( Plate 8). Lacebugs are small, broad,
flat insects about 1/8" long. Their bodies are usually
brown and wings are clear with afine, lacy
appearance. Immature lacebugs are wingless and
covered with spines ( Plate 9). Lacebugs have

Plate 8 .
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Plate 5.

Plate 6 .

Thrips populations peak during the spring
months, and they damage both foliage and flowers.
The most important thrips species attacking flowers

Plate 9.

Damage appears on the top side of the leaf asa
whitish speckling, which is caused by the insects
feeding on the underside of the leaf ( Plate 10).

Shiny black spots of excrement on the undersides of
leaves are a good indicator of lacebug infestation. The
most prevalent lacebug species are the azalea,
hawthorn, pyracantha and sycamore lacebugs, so
named because they are most common to these

plants.
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Plate 10 .



