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The Impact of Safety on Florida 
Agriculture

Florida agriculture, including forestry and 
fishing, made an annual economic impact of $53 
billion in 1998. More than 81,000 people work on the 
40,000 farms in the state, and more than 50,000 are 
employed in other activities related to agriculture. 
The state's agricultural enterprises range from large 
citrus, vegetable and cattle operations to small 
family-operated farms.

From 1989 to 1998, there were approximately 
240 deaths related to agriculture in Florida, according 
to data compiled by the Deep South Center for 
Agricultural Health and Safety. In addition, 
agriculture has one of the highest injury and death 
rates among U.S. industries. 

Safety in Florida agriculture is challenging 
because:

• the state's agricultural enterprises are diverse,

• safety knowledge among workers varies,

• manual labor is used extensively,

• the climate creates year-round heat stress.

Therefore, it is vital to assist the public in 
learning about OSHA documents related to 
agriculture. More related information is available at 
the following Web sites:

Florida AgSafe: <http://www.flagsafe.ufl.edu>

OSHA Regulations: 
<http://www.osha.gov/comp-links.html>

Overview

This document, a condensation of Section 
1910.176 of the Occupational Safety and Health Act 
(29 CFR), is not intended to be totally inclusive but 
rather to highlight the information and requirements 
in the complete OSHA standard that owners and 
managers of agricultural businesses should 
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understand. Refer to the OSHA Web site given above 
for the complete standard and for court interpretations 
of the standard.

Section 1910.176(a) -- Use of 
Mechanical Equipment

Where mechanical handling equipment is used, 
sufficient safe clearances shall be allowed for aisles, 
at loading docks, through doorways and wherever 
turns or passage must be made. Aisles and 
passageways shall be kept clear and in good repair, 
with no obstruction across or in aisles that could 
create a hazard. Permanent aisles and passageways 
shall be appropriately marked.

Section 1910.176(b) -- Secure 
Storage

Storage of material shall not create a hazard. 
Bags, containers, bundles, etc., stored in tiers shall be 
stacked, blocked, interlocked and limited in height so 
that they are stable and secure against sliding or 
collapse.

Section 1910.176(c) -- 
Housekeeping

Storage areas shall be kept free from 
accumulation of materials that constitute hazards 
from tripping, fire, explosion, or pest harborage. 
Vegetation control will be exercised when 
necessary.

Note: Section 1910.176(d) is reserved.

Section 1910.176(e) -- Clearance 
Limits

Clearance signs to warn of clearance limits shall 
be provided.

Section 1910.176(f) -- Rolling 
Railroad Cars

Derail and/or bumper blocks shall be provided 
on spur railroad tracks where a rolling car could 
contact other cars being worked or enter a building, 
work or traffic area.

Section 1910.176(g) -- Guarding

Covers and/or guard-rails shall be provided to 
protect personnel from the hazards of open pits, 
tanks, vats, ditches, etc.

Note: Some sections of OSHA standards are 
labeled "Reserved." This label implies either that 
information has been deleted from the previous 
version of the standard or that additions to the 
standard are anticipated. Because standards often 
reference other standards, it is important that 
paragraph numbers remain consistent.


