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Successful weed control is essential for
economic production of vegetable cropsin Florida.
Weeds reduce vegetabl e yields by competing for
moisture, nutrients and light during the growing
season. Weeds also harbor insects, disease pests and
interfere with harvesting. Control of weedsin
vegetables involves good management practicesin al
phases of production. The use of herbicides,
cultivation, crop rotation, cover cropping, using crop
competition and/or mulching may haveto be
combined to suppress many difficult to control weed
Species.

| dentifying the weed problems and selecting
appropriate weed control methods are essential steps
in designing or modifying aweed control program.
Knowing the weed species that infest the fieldsis
aso important in selecting the correct herbicide that
is effective for specific weed problems. Generaly,
for preplant and preemergence applications, the weed
problem must be anticipated since weeds have not
emerged at the time of application. This can be done
by observing the field in the previous season and
recording those weeds which are present and in what
areas of the field they occur. These weed maps can

be very useful the next season in refreshing your
memory and making decisions on which herbicides to
purchase. Once your weed problems have been
determined, the following tables can be helpful in
choosing the herbicide which is most effective for
those problems.

Table 1 and Table 2, estimating the effectiveness
of control of certain herbicides, were developed from
research data, herbicide labels, and the experience of
research and extension workersin Florida. Table 1
lists effectiveness estimates for herbicides on
broadleaf weeds. Table 2 lists effectiveness estimates
for herbicides on grasses and sedges.

The estimated effectivenessis based on
recommended rates for vegetablesin Florida and
application procedures as specified by the label.
Herbicide effectiveness may vary due to soil type,
environmental conditions (rainfall, temperatures etc),
method and time of application, as well as size of
weeds. Consult the herbicide label for specific
information relating to crop use and expected
response of the herbicide under your soil type.
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The herbicide listings and the use of trade names
in this publication is solely for the purpose of
providing information. It isnot a guarantee or
warranty of the products named and does not signify
that they are approved to the exclusion of others.
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