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The species in this publication are plants that are native to
the US and occur in Florida; most of them are considered
native to Florida. You might observe these species along the
roadside in North Florida, or while you're taking a hike in
a natural area. Information shown in the following tables
is based on personal observations and on information
obtained from the references listed in the next section.
Plant type, flowering, native habitat, and light requirement
refer to North Florida conditions. Some of these species
may be available at local garden centers or retail nurseries,
especially those that specialize in native plants.

The species information presented refers primarily to plants
as they occur in the wild. Wildflowers or cultivars obtained
through seed companies or at local garden centers may
differ substantially in flowering season, appearance, site
requirement, and pest susceptibility. In addition, plants
derived from a local native population of a wildflower
species that are grown under garden conditions (applying
supplemental water/fertilizer, pesticides, etc.) may differ

in appearance, flowering time, and pest susceptibility
compared to that same species as it grows in the wild.
Fertilization, if necessary, should be kept to a minimum,
especially if using wildflowers derived from a local native
population.

The “Uses and Comments” column is included as a guide
as to where these species could be used in a residential or
commercial landscape. Choose a site with well-drained soil,
and consider a species light preference and native habitat.

Much of the information about native wildflower habitat is
from Guide to the Vascular Plants of the Florida Panhandle
by A.E. Clewell (see references).
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Table 1. Descriptions of some native habitats (from Guide to the Vascular Plants of the Florida Panhandle).

Native Habitat Type
Sandhills
Flatwoods
Pine-oak-hickory woods
Secondary woods
Hammocks

Ruderal (disturbed areas)

Description

Pineland (slash/longleaf) on dry site; understory of turkey oaks or other scrub oaks

Pineland (slash/longleaf) on moist site; may have understory of saw palmetto

Occurs on upland loamy soil and on sandy rims of river bluffs

Reforested lands on drier upland sites

Mixed hardwood forest; soils are moist but not overly wet

Areas such as roadsides, lawns, vacant lots, etc.

Table 2. Wildflowers for Shade Conditions (species that prefer shade or will tolerate shade like that under a high hardwood forest

canopy).
Scientific Name Common Plant Type'
Name
Aquilegia Columbine Perennial
canadensis
Packera aurea Golden Perennial;
(Senecio aureus) Ragwort evergreen
Coreopsis Chipola Perennial;
integrifolia Coreopsis evergreen
Lilium superbum  Turk’s-cap Lily Perennial
Lobelia cardinalis = Cardinal Flower Perennial
Packera glabella Golden Annual
(Senecio glabellus) Ragwort;
Jeffrey
Butterweed
Phlox divaricata Blue Phlox Perennial;
semi-evergreen
Salvia lyrata Lyreleaf Sage; = Perennial; may
Cancer Weed be evergreen
Spigelia Indian Pink; Perennial
marilandica Woodland
Pinkroot

Flower Season Flower
Color
March to April Red and
yellow
March to June Yellow
September to Yellow
November
July Orangish
red
August to Intense red
October
February to Yellow
April
February to Blue
April
February to Purple
May; October
April to May Red and
Yellow

"Plant type—Unless otherwise noted, all species are herbaceous and not evergreen.
2Ruderal means disturbed areas such as roadsides, lawns, vacant lots, etc.
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Height (in  Native Habitat
flower)
1% to 2 feet Calcareous
woods
Groundcover Floodplains
with 2- to
3-foot
flowering
stems

2 to 3 feet Floodplains;
riverbanks

3to 9 feet Hammocks

2 to 4 feet Riverbanks;

springs; coastal
hammocks

2 to 4 feet Floodplains;

marshes;
along streams;
ruderal?

10 inches Bluffs;
calcareous
hammocks

1to 1% feet Disturbed

areas; marshes

1to 1% feet Bluffs;
calcareous

hammocks

Uses and
Comments

Slightly moist site;
use for naturalizing;
hummingbirds;
foliage may die back
in summer

Woodlands;
moist site

Moist site; fall
flowering coreopsis

Moist site; use for
naturalizing

Excellent for moist
site; not rec. for full
sun; red flowers easy
to spot in woods

Moist site

Slightly moist site;
foliage may die back
in summer

Slightly moist
site; sun or shade;
ornamental foliage;
reseeds

Rich soil; woodland
edges; tubular
flowers
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