
The Effects of Regulations on the Florida 
Ornamental Aquaculture Industry

ANNUAL 
REGULATORY 
COSTS 

Drugs and 
Chemicals

$ 2.1M
49%

Miscellaneous
(insurance, building 
codes, etc.)

$ 1.2M
28%

Predation

$ 0.5M
13%

Statewide
(total) $ 5,194,043
On-farm
(average)  $ 173,135

 

ANNUAL 
LOST 
REVENUE 

Water 
restrictions

$ 2.4M

13%

Predation

$ 6.5M

34%

Fish lost due to predation
represent on average 24% 
of a farm’s total production

Most common 
predators on farms:
• Birds
• Turtles
• Otters

Drugs and Chemicals

$ 8.4M

44%

The use of drugs could 
increase industry sales by:

Methyltestosterone
MT $ 4.2M

Dylox 420 SL® $ 2.6M

Baytex® $ 1.7M

Statewide
(total) $ 23,221,933
On-farm
(average) $ 774,063
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<100k

100k-500k

500k-2M

>2M

Average cost per $1000 of sales

$ 29

$ 450

$ 340

$ 365

Economies of scale effects

Regulatory Recommendations
• Streamline the drug and chemical approval

process for special use in ornamental aquaculture

• Create more adaptive predator control regulations

• Use risk-based approaches for restricted species

approval
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