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A Beginners Guide to Water Management—Fish Kills

Florida LAKEWATCH


In an effort to alleviate concerns voiced by the general public, the Florida LAKEWATCH (FLW) program recently published a 16-page booklet that discusses five of the most common natural causes of fish kills including: low dissolved oxygen; spawning fatalities; mortality due to cold temperatures; diseases and parasites; and toxic algae blooms. Human-induced fish kills are also covered along with a section on fish stress—a component of virtually every fish kill situation. The last section of the circular provides steps one can take to determine the cause of a fish kill. This includes a listing of fish health diagnostic laboratories for those who want to take a more active role and are willing to collect fish and/or water samples for analysis.
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About this Publication
This document, CIR107, is the seventh of a series of information circulars dedicated to familiarizing citizens with the language and techniques used by those involved in water management. © June 2003 1 st Edition. Reviewed by Mark Hoyer June 2020. Printed copies are available through the UF/IFAS Extension EDIS website https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu and also from the Florida LAKEWATCH website http://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu/. Readability grade level: 12.0.


About the Authors
Florida LAKEWATCH (FLW) is a research and public outreach program coordinated within the UF/IFAS Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences. FLW facilitates public involvement in the management of Florida waters by training citizen volunteers to collect monthly water samples, algae samples, and water clarity data from a lake or waterbody of their choice. Over time, this information is used to document nutrient levels and/or to predict biological productivity. For more information about the program or to obtain FLW data, call 1-800-LAKEWATch (1-800-525-3928) or view the website at http://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu/.
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