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A Beginners Guide to Water Management—Color

Florida LAKEWATCH


Aside from water clarity, the color of water in a lake is one of the main attributes that captures people's attention—particularly if the color begins to change. As this circular explains, changes in color can affect the biological productivity of a waterbody including the abundance of aquatic plants and/or algae. However, readers will also learn that most of these changes are the result of natural processes that occur within the watershed. Related topics of discussion include apparent color, true color, suspended and dissolved substances, along with the dynamics of light refraction. The last section provides two empirical models (equations) that can be used to determine if color in a waterbody is the result of algae or suspended solids. 32 pages in length. Chapter headings:

	Part 1 Two Ways to Define Color in a Waterbody
	Part 2 More About Suspended and Dissolved Substances
	Part 3 Light and Color in Water
	Part 4Color and Its Influence on Algae and Aquatic Plants
	Part 5 Color, Water Clarity and Algae
	Appendix 1 How to Use an Empirical Model
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