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Native and Nonnative Crocodilians of Florida

Michiko A. Squires, Seth C. Farris, Brian M. Jeffery, and Frank J. Mazzotti


Florida has two native species of crocodilians, the American alligator (Alligator mississippiensis) and the American crocodile (Crocodylus acutus). These federally protected species are easily confused with nonnative crocodilians found in south Florida, such as the spectacled caiman (Caiman crocodilus) and the Nile crocodile (Crocodylus niloticus). Some key features used to distinguish these animals are the shape of the head, the shape of the snout, and the pattern of nuchal scutes (bony plates in between head and shoulders). It is important to report all nonnative crocodilians so that researchers may quickly remove them in order to protect Florida's native ecosystems.


If you see a nonnative crocodilian:

	Take a photograph
	Note the location
	Report your sighting by calling 1-888-IVE-GOT1, visiting http://www.IveGot1.org or by using the IveGot1 smartphone app (available for free at the iPhone App Store and Android Market).


All crocodile sightings (native and nonnative) should also be reported to University of Florida by calling (954) 577-6304.



American Alligator (Alligator mississippiensis) – NATIVE

Very common in Florida; not necessary to report. Snout is much more broad and rounded than that of crocodiles; only the top row of teeth is visible when the mouth is closed. Adults are a dark, dusky olive-black color.



Figure 1.  Alligator head. 
Credit: Brian Jeffery, UF/IFAS 



 



Figure 2.  Alligator. 
Credit: Brian Jeffery, UF/IFAS 



 



Spectacled Caiman (Caiman crocodilus) – NONNATIVE

Please report to IveGot1! Similar to the American alligator but with a triangular head and slightly more pointed snout. "Spectacle" ridge on the snout in front of eyes. Dark brown or olive coloration.



Figure 3.  Spectacled caiman head. 
Credit: Joe Wasilewski, Natural Selections of South Florida,Inc. 



 



Figure 4.  Spectacled caiman. 
Credit: Mike Rochford, UF/IFAS 



 



Crocodiles of South Florida

Crocodiles (Figure 5) are sometimes confused with alligators (Figure 6), however they are easily distinguishable by comparing their heads/snouts. Crocodiles have a pointed, narrow snout and their bottom teeth are visible when the mouth is closed. Alligators have a rounded, blunt snout and only the top teeth are visible when the mouth is closed.



Figure 5.  American crocodile head. 
Credit: Jemeema Carrigan, UF/IFAS 



 



Figure 6.  American alligator head. 
Credit: Jemeema Carrigan, UF/IFAS 



 



American Crocodile (Crocodylus acutus) - NATIVE

Please report to University of Florida. Narrow, pointed snout; fourth tooth on bottom row is visible when the mouth is closed. Irregular pattern of nuchal scutes (bony plates in between head and shoulders). Dark olive-brown and dark olive-green.



Figure 7.  American crocodile head. 
Credit: Brian Jeffery, UF/IFAS 



 



Figure 8.  American crocodile. 
Credit: Eric Zamora, UF/IFAS 



 



Nile Crocodile (Crocodylus niloticus) – NONNATIVE

Please report to IveGot1 and University of Florida! Very difficult to distinguish from the American crocodile. Narrow, pointed snout (slightly more broad than an American crocodile). Symmetrical pattern of osteoderms (bony plates on the back). Dark olive-brown or dark gray. Not commonly found in south Florida.



Figure 9.  Nile crocodile (Crocodylus niloticus). 
Credit: Joe Wasilewski, Natural Selections of South Florida,Inc. 



 



Figure 10.  Nile crocodile. 
Credit: Rhett Butler, Mongabay







DOWNLOAD

Publication #WEC335    
Release Date:November 26th, 2019
Reviewed At:September 16th, 2022
Related Experts

Squires, Michiko
staff
University of Florida




Mazzotti, Frank
Specialist/SSA/RSA
University of Florida




Farris, Seth C
student
University of Florida





Related Units
Wildlife Ecology and Conservation




Related Topics

Alligators and Crocodiles




	DOI: doi.org/10.32473/edis-uw380-2013
	Critical Issue: Natural Resources and Environment




About this Publication
This document is WEC335, one of a series of the Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, UF/IFAS Extension. Original publication date August 2013. Visit the EDIS website at https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu for the currently supported version of this publication.


About the Authors
Michiko A. Squires, former wildlife researcher; Seth C. Farris, wildlife researcher; Brian M. Jeffery, former wildlife biologist; and Frank J. Mazzotti, professor; Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, UF/IFAS Fort Lauderdale Research and Education Center, Davie, FL 33314.


Contacts
	Frank Mazzotti
	Venetia Briggs-Gonzalez





Find publications by topic area

Agriculture
Natural Resources
4-H & Youth Development
Lawn & Garden
Family Resources
Indexes & Collections


INFORMATION
	EDIS Blog
	Bookstore
	Accessibility
	Copyright


LAND GRANT MISSION
	UF/IFAS Locations
	UF/IFAS
	UF/IFAS CALS
	Research
	Extension


FOR AUTHORS
	Information for Authors
	EDIS Submissions
	ICS Editorial Services
	About EDIS Extension Publications












	Site Feedback|
	© 2023 |
	UF/IFAS Electronic Data Information System|
	Sitemap|
	University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences

	P.O. Box 110810 Gainesville, FL 32611|
	(352) 392-1761|
	Analytics (Google Privacy Policy)|
	Policies: Disability Services|UF Privacy
	
Last Modified: 8/19/2021




