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A Beginner's Guide to Water Management—The ABCs
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Abstract

In an ongoing quest to bridge the information gap between the scientific community and Florida's citizenry, LAKEWATCH is assembling a series of information circulars that provide a basic introduction to the terminology and concepts used in today's water management arena. The first of these, Circular 101 A Beginners Guide to Water Management -- The ABCs, is just what its name implies. Formatted as a glossary, it provides definitions, as well as additional information, for many of the terms that are used on a daily basis by professionals, but not always known to the lay audience. Enhanced with dozens of black and white photo illustrations, the circular is 39 pages in length and covers subjects such as algae, average plant biomass, limiting nutrients, potassium, trophic state and water quality -- to name a few. While Circular 101 was written for a general audience, it can certainly benefit anyone interested in lakes and lake management and become a valuable addition to one's library.

Note: Circular 101 is available in Portable Document Format (pdf) only. It can be obtained as a single PDF file by clicking on the "Printer Friendly Version" link above (file size = 1.3 MB).
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About this Publication
This document is Cir101 (is the first of a series of information circulars dedicated to familiarizing citizens with the language and techniques used by those involved in water management within the state of Florida), one of a series of the Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences Department, UF/IFAS Extension. Original publication date October 1999. The second edition, published in September 2000. Visit the EDIS website at https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or the Florida LAKEWATCH website at http://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu.


About the Authors
Florida LAKEWATCH is a research program coordinated within the UF/IFAS Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences. LAKEWATCH facilitates public involvement in the management of Florida waters by training citizen volunteers to collect monthly water samples, algae samples, and water clarity information from a lake or waterbody of their choice.Over time, these data are used to document nutrient levels and to predict biological productivity. For more information about the monitoring program or to obtain LAKEWATCH data, call 1-800-LAKEWATCH (1-800-525-3928) or search the website at http://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu.
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