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Common Freshwater Fish Parasites Pictorial Guide:
Sessile Ciliates

Deborah B. Pouder, Eric W. Curtis, Roy P. E. Yanong

Apiosoma
(Formerly Glossatella)

Target Tissues: Skin, fin, gills
Appearance: Vase-shaped with oral cilia
Size: Approx. 100 μm in length
Movement: Not free-moving on fish; may see cilia move
Note: Common in water with high organic concentration

Capriniana
(Formerly Trichophrya)

Target Tissues: Gills
Appearance: Amorphous shape with cilia which stick up like pins 
in pin cushion
Size: Approx. 40–110 μm x 25–70 μm
Movement: Not free-moving on fish
Note: Common in water with high organic concentration

Epistylis

Target Tissues: Skin, fin, (less commonly) gills
Appearance: Elongated on stalks; forms colonies
Size: Zooids approx. 40–80 μm x 20–30 μm; stalks up to 1.2 mm in 
length
Movement: Not free-moving on fish; may see cilia move
Note: Common in water with high organic concentration; often 
found in combination with the bacteria Aeromonas sp.

FA-107

Ambiphrya
(Formerly Scyphidia)

Target Tissues: Skin, fin, gills
Appearance: Barrel-shaped with row of oral and mid-line cilia
Size: Approx. 50–95 μm x 40–61 μm
Movement: Not free-moving on fish; may see cilia move
Note: Common in water with high organic concentration
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